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May 2011
Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy in Scotland announces The Big Apple Award!
Renowned music charity Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy in Scotland and Creative Scotland have teamed up to launch a once in a lifetime opportunity for new and emerging Scottish bands to win The Big Apple Award, which will see the winner playing at the prestigious Scottish Music Awards held annually in Glasgow this November, and in New York City with the American-Scottish Foundation during Scotland Week 2012.

Bands that enter will be short listed by a panel of music industry experts over the summer before the top five are selected to play The Final in the 700 capacity venue The Garage this September, whose stage has previously played host to bands including Prince, Kaiser Chiefs, Juliette Lewis & The Licks, Moby, Anthrax and Pulp among others.  The winner will then be revealed at The Scottish Music Awards – The Tartan Clefs in November 2011 before performing live in front of Scotland’s top music executives at the glittering music event.  A celebration of the massive strength, and huge diversity, of Scotland’s international music industry, the awards numbers international acts such as Biffy Clyro, Sharleen Spiteri and Paolo Nutini as well as songwriter John Reid amongst its previous winners and performers.
The winning band will then have a few months to get every note right before being flown out play scheduled shows to US music fans, media and music executives during Scotland Week 2012 - presented in New York by the American-Scottish Foundation. 
Donald MacLeod, Chairman of Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy in Scotland charity and owner of renowned live music venues The Garage and The Cathouse revealed: “The American Scottish Foundation and Creative Scotland are helping us send the winning band to New York for showcase gigs and one special performance with a donation going to Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy in Scotland.

"This is a once in a lifetime opportunity that every emerging or breakthrough Scottish band dreams of.  I wish an opportunity like this had existed when I was in a band.

"The winner will be following in the footsteps of bands like Biffy Clyro and Franz Ferdinand to launch Stateside by playing to New York audiences."
Time Magazine regards Glasgow to be "Europe's Secret Capital of Music", making the city the perfect host for this unique, international competition.  This is further emphasised by the city hosting on average 130 music events every week, more than any other Scottish city, generating an estimated £75m to the city’s economy each year.  

Caroline Parkinson, Director of Creative Development at Creative Scotland said: "Creative Scotland is thrilled to support this unique opportunity for a new Scottish band to play at the national Music Awards and in New York City during Scotland Week 2012.

"By partnering with Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy in Scotland and the American-Scottish Foundation in New York we are delighted to be working with key players in the Scottish music industry to showcase our musical talent both at home and internationally."

The Big Apple Award is the first international project undertaken by the charity.  
“We're looking forward to presenting the winning Scottish band to a new audience in New York City.  It's the Year of Creative Scotland and it is wonderful that the Big Apple Award is a part of it.  The American-Scottish Foundation mission is to be a bridge between the two great countries and this is a perfect example of that,” Camilla G Hellman, MBE of the American-Scottish Foundation noted.
The competition is being promoted in association with News of the World’s A-Listed magazine and is open to Scottish bands only.  Artists should send demos along with any pictures into the A-Listed magazine office as follows:
The Big Apple Award Entry

A-LISTED - Scottish News of the World, 

6th Floor, 

Guild Hall, 

57 Queen Street, 

Glasgow 

G1 3EN

For more information on supporting Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy in Scotland log onto www.tartanclef.org. 
For more information on the work Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy in Scotland carries out, log onto www.nordoffrobbinsscotland.org.uk
To find them on Facebook go to www.facebook.com/tartanclef
          

To keep up with them on Twitter follow www.twitter.com/TartanClef
For information on the American-Scottish Foundation go to www.americanscottishfoundation.org
PRESS:

For further information, interviews or images please contact:

Chris or Leanne @ Genuine PR on Telephone: 0141 243 2621 or 07956 844 299

Email: chris@genuinepr.com or leanne@genuinepr.com
NOTES TO EDITORS:
Held to raise money for Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy in Scotland, the Scottish Music Awards is an important date in the Scottish event calendar, fast making its mark upon the music industry as the 'Scottish Brits', and receiving international media attention.  The charity, which receives no statutory funding, relies on the event as its largest and most prominent fundraiser.  
Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy in Scotland is the country's largest specialist music therapy charity (number SC18224) and needs to raise funds of up to £400,000 every year to operate.

The unique combination of music and therapy that Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy in Scotland offers is both a release and sense of fun for the individual through the power of music.  Unique to other forms of therapy, the concept of taking our creative side and combining this with alternative modes of therapy is revolutionary; illustrating that music has strong healing qualities.

Creative Scotland is the national development agency for the arts, screen and creative industries. 
They will invest almost £60m of Scottish Government and National Lottery funding during 2011-2012. 
Their vision is: That Scotland is recognised as a leading creative nation – one that attracts, develops and retains talent, where the arts and the creative industries are supported and celebrated and their economic contribution fully captured, a nation where the arts and creativity play a central part in the lives, education and well-being of our population.

The American-Scottish Foundation® is dedicated to the strengthening of ties between individuals, institutions and businesses of Scotland and the United States. 
The Foundation champions the extraordinary and creative relationship for mutual benefit, with an extensive program of projects and events - a bridge between the two great countries.
A founding organization of the Tartan Day Parade fourteen years ago, the ASF is a lead organizer of the parade and events surrounding the week.

TERMS & CONDITIONS:

1. Open to Scottish based or born bands except employees of The New of The World or News International and Creative Scotland, Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy in Scotland, American-Scottish Foundation and their immediate families, their agents or anyone professionally associated with this promotion.

2. All artists must be aged 21 or over.
3. 5 short listed bands will play at The Final in The Garage to be booked by the organisers, and the winner will be booked by the organisers to attend the Scottish Music Awards and travel on a return trip to play a gig in New York City.
4. To submit your entry online post a demo and any images or press releases to www.newsoftheworld.co.uk by Wednesday 27th July 2011.
5. Only one entry per band is allowed.

6. Incomplete, illegible, photocopied or corrupt entries or those not in accordance with entry instructions will not be accepted.

7. No responsibility is accepted for entries lost, damaged or delayed in the post.  Proof of posting or sending will not be accepted as proof of receipt.

8. The closing date for receipt of entries is Wednesday 27th July 2011.

9. Winners will be selected by our panel of experts from all valid entries received under the supervision of an independent observer.  Winners will be notified by email or post within 30 days of the closing date.  In the event of unforeseen circumstances the Promoter reserves the right to substitute the prize for an alternative of equal or greater value.

10. No correspondence will be entered into.

11. The names and counties of the winners will be available on application to notw.co.uk

12. The Promoter will only use the personal details supplied for the administration of the prize draw and for no other purpose, unless we have your consent.

13. Winners may be required to take part in publicity arising from the promotion.

14. Winners must be available to perform in Glasgow during September and November 2011, and to travel and perform in New York during April 2012, and be ELIGIBLE to travel and perform in New York during April 2012.
15. By taking part in this promotion all entrants will be deemed to have accepted and be bound by these terms and conditions.

16. Promoter: Scottish News of the World, 6th Floor, Guild Hall, 57 Queen Street, Glasgow G1 3EN.
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